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SPACE-CRETE: Center of Excellence 
Emerging Space Technologies (CCEST)

• CCEST is a strategic infrastructure investment of national 
importance, addressing a critical gap in Greece’s space 
value chain and bridging advanced research and space-
qualified industrial deployment.

• It enables technology maturation (TRL26), aligned with 
institutional requirements. Its AIT capabilities will lower 
barriers for SMEs, accelerate time-to-market, and enhance 
national technological autonomy and industrial credibility.

• si-Cluster recognises CCEST as a strategic technology node 
and will structure collaboration around four pillars:

1. Industrial Competitiveness & Infrastructure Access

2. Innovation Translation & Ecosystem Orchestration

3. Talent Pipeline, Skills & Brain-Gain

4. Strategic Alignment & Market Orientation

• SPACE-Crete can become a cornerstone of the Greek Space 
Ecosystem, strengthening national capabilities and 
European strategic autonomy. 

• A significant barrier of startups is the lack of accessible, 
affordable, and high-standard testing infrastructure, 
especially for those developing space-hardware due to the 
high cost and logistical complexity of accessing certified 
AIT facilities. 

• SPACE CRETE plans to deploy ECSS-compliant testing labs in 
Crete. It will allow startups to de-risk their technologies 
locally and accelerate their path to market readiness. 

• We envision a robust, bi-directional partnership between 
ESA BIC Greece and CCEST, structured around a seamless 
"Lab-to-Market" pipeline:

1. The Innovation Pipeline

2. Infrastructure for Incubatees

3. Mentoring & Investment

• SPACE-Crete is not just a research project; it is a strategic 
infrastructure investment that complements the soft-power 
support ESA BIC Greece provides. It will strengthen the 
foundation upon which our startups build.



WHY DO WE CARE FOR SPACE?



Space in our daily life – Telecom Systems



Space in our daily life – GNSS



Space in our daily life – EO Systems



Space in our daily life – Space Inventions

• Memory foam

• Smartphone camera sensors

• Cordless drills and handheld vacuum cleaners

• Fire-resistant fabrics and protective equipment

• Compact water-purification systems

• Scratch-resistant eyeglass lenses

• …

• Freeze-dried and vacuum-packed foods

• Aerogel insulation

• Space-derived anti-corrosion coatings

• Advanced prosthetic-limb components

• Space blankets and reflective thermal insulation



From Space Race to NewSpace



Space Economy – Market Size in 2025



Space Activity in Greece – SME Turnover
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Space Economy – Public Investments



Space Economy – Private Investments



ESA Budget CM25



Hellas-Space 2.0

Greek National Space Programme – Phase II



GREECE IN SPACE



Space in Greece – History
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The Greek Space Ecosystem – Value Chain
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The Greek Space Ecosystem – Quadruple Helix
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Greek Space Ecosystem Catalogue



Greek Space Ecosystem Catalogue



The Greek Space Ecosystem – Regional Foci
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The ESA BIC Greece Startups
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Geographical distribution of startups

Attica (18)

Western Greece, Epirus, 
Ionian Islands, and Crete (6)

Central Macedonia & Thessaly (7)



THE INCUBATOR



Support Package for Incubatees

FINANCIAL SUPPORT
EUR 80,000 
non-equity 

funding

CONSULTING
Up to 20 hours tech support, 50 
hours of business development 

support, and 10 hours of IPR advice

REPUTATION
Use of the ESA BIC brand 

as a door opener to 
customers and investors

NETWORKING
Access to the international network 
of ESA, Corallia, si-Cluster, and other 

support partners

RESOURCES & PERKS
Access to events, high-end 

infrastructure and equipment, 
software, data, and more



What Incubatees value most
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Net Promoter Score: 94



The Team Behind the Incubation Engine



Powered by ESA Expertise and the European Network



Incubation Approach



Looking for startups…

… not older than 5 years or 
on the way to be established in Greece.

… with its members being residents 
with a working permit in Greece.

… majority-owned by 
founding entrepreneurs.

… with an innovative idea with 
a clear space connection.

… with a viable business plan.



Cut-off dates

NEXT CUT-OFF

19 October 2026

Future cut-offs
February 2027, October 2027
February 2028, October 2028
February 2029, October 2029
February 2030

*Maximum 5 teams selected at each cut-off



Application steps



The ESA BIC Greece Startups

6/32
are university 
spinoffs

3/32
include teams 
repatriated to Greece

13/32
were created 
due to ESA BIC

31/32 
are still active

€ Revenue from customers:   € 9.3M 
Public funding received:   € 6.5M

*Cumulative since entering ESA BIC Greece

FTEs:  ~90
Female FTEs: ~25



Thank you!

CONTACT US

 +302104400794

 info@esa-bic.gr

 www.esa-bic.gr

Do you have a space-enabled idea?

Let's talk.

esa-bic-greece
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